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Vancouver Art Gallery Presents Rooted Here: Woven from the
Land

The new exhibition features the artistic legacies of local Salish weavers.

December 16 2023, VANCOUVER, BC // Traditional Coast Salish Lands including the xwma6kwayam
(Musqueam), Skwxwi7mesh (Squamish) and salilwata# (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.

The Vancouver Art Gallery is proud to announce the launch of a new exhibition, Rooted Here: Woven from the Land,
a celebration of the profound work of four local Salish weavers. The exhibition—featuring the weavings of qvanat,

Angela George; Chepximiya Siyam’ Chief Janice George; Skwetsimeltxw Willard “Buddy” Joseph; and
Qwasen, Debra Sparrow—offers an exploration of their artistic journeys and the cultural significance of Salish
weaving historically and in the present.

Rooted Here: Woven from the Land provides a rich selection of works by these prominent artists that demonstrate
both their connections to tradition and their capacity for innovation. For the artists this means understanding the
integration of weaving into the social life of Salish communities and that the recovery and forward movement of each
is dependent on the other. It also involves a recognition of Salish weaving’'s deep connection to the land and the rich
resources the land has provided from generation to generation. While the exhibition addresses the impact of
colonialism on Salish weaving, it also highlights the resilience of these traditions and celebrates the vital roles played
by the featured artists in its contemporary revival and renewal.
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“We are thrilled to be highlighting the extraordinary work of these four artists,” said Anthony Kiendl, CEO &
Executive Director at the Vancouver Art Gallery. “The exhibition honours the artists’ pivotal role in shaping the
artistic landscape of the region while bringing light to the indelible mark they will have on the city for years to come
with their contributions to the design of the new Vancouver Art Gallery.”

The exhibition also offers audiences a rare glimpse into the significant roles these artists have played as collaborators
in the design of the Vancouver Art Gallery’s new building. Their creative input extends to the woven facade of the
new Gallery’s design, contributing to a rich and meaningful narrative that connects the architecture with the cultural
heritage of the land.

“It's only when you understand how integral weaving is to local Salish culture, how crucial it is for marking important
moments in life and through ceremony, that you fully appreciate the significance of the contribution these artists have
made in helping to revive it,” says Richard Hill, Smith Jarislowsky Senior Curator of Canadian Art. “From that
perspective you can also see how profoundly generous they are in sharing their considerable skill and knowledge
with the Vancouver Art Gallery through this exhibition and in their collaboration on our new building.”

Rooted Here: Woven from the Land opens on December 16, 2023, and will be on view until May 12, 2024.

Organized by the Vancouver Art Gallery and curated by Richard Hill, Smith Jarislowsky Senior Curator of Canadian
Art.

For more information, please visit https://www.vanartgallery.bc.ca/exhibitions/rootedhere.
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ABOUT VANCOUVER ART GALLERY (www.vanartgallery.bc.ca) Founded in 1931, the Vancouver Art Gallery is
recognized as one of North America’s most innovative visual arts institutions. The Gallery’s innovative exhibitions,

extensive public programs and scholarship focus on historical and contemporary art from British Columbia and
around the world. Special attention is given to the accomplishments of Indigenous artists, as well as to artists from
the Asia Pacific region—through the Institute of Asian Art founded in 2014. The Gallery’s exhibitions also explore the
impact of images in the larger sphere of visual culture, design and architecture. The Vancouver Art Gallery Is a
charitable not-for-profit organization supported by its members, individual donors, corporate funders, foundations, the
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City of Vancouver, the Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council and the Canada Council for the
Arts.

The Vancouver Art Gallery is situated on the ancestral and unceded territories of the x¥ma@kvaysm (Musqueam),
Skwxwl7mesh (Squamish), and sslilwataf (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations, and is respectful of the Indigenous stewards of
the land it occupies, whose rich cultures are fundamental to artistic life in Vancouver and the work of the Gallery.

vanartgallery.bc.ca

Facebook: @VancouverArtGallery
Twitter: @VanArtGallery
Instagram: @VanArtGallery



