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Vancouver Art Gallery
Teacher's Guide for School Programs

The exhibition Entangled: Two Views on Contemporary Canadian Painting explores two distinctly
different modes of painting that have come to dominate contemporary painting in Canada: conceptual
and performative painting. The exhibition traces the legacy of these different approaches and
documents the work of thirty-one artists who have been largely responsible for the strong revival that
painting now enjoys in this country. With work by artists from Halifax to Victoria and many places in
between, this exhibition offers a convincing survey of the lively debate that makes painting relevant and
meaningful today.

DEAR TEACHER:

This guide will assist you in preparing for your tour of the exhibition Entangled: Two Views on
Contemporary Canadian Painting. It also provides follow-up activities to facilitate discussion after your
Gallery visit. Engaging in the suggested activities before and after your visit will reinforce ideas
generated by the tour and build continuity between the Gallery experience and your ongoing work in the
classroom. Most activities require few materials and can be adapted easily to the age, grade level and
needs of your students. Underlined words in this guide are defined in the Vocabulary section.

The tour of Entangled has three main goals:
1 tointroduce students to a variety of Canadian contemporary painters,
1 to consider diverse artistic traditions and disciplines,
1 to explore individual artworks in terms of ideas, materials, techniques and inspiration.



THE EXHIBITION

Entangled: Two Views on Contemporary Canadian Painting

The exhibition Entangled: Two Views on Contemporary Canadian Painting offers insights into two
distinctly different modes that have come to dominate contemporary painting in Canada. The origins
of both can be effectively traced back to the 1970s, to a moment when the continued existence of
painting was hotly debated. Within that debate two new strategies were devised: one proposed the
possibility of conceptual painting—painting that emerged from and returned to the ideq; the other was
a proposition that valued actions and materials in adopting a performative way of working.

These views are explored in the two distinct selections of works by curators David MacWilliam and
Bruce Grenville. Tracing the legacy of that debate through the practices of more than thirty artists
from across Canada, Entangled provides an overview of the ways and means with which our artists
continue to make painting resonate today.

Organized by the Vancouver Art Gallery and co-curated by Bruce Grenville, Senior Curator, and David MacWilliam,
Emily Carr University of Art + Design professor.



ARTISTS' BACKGROUND

The following background information highlights some of the artists whose work may be explored in the
school tour.

Tammi Campbell (b. 1974)

Born in Calgary in 1974, Tammi Campbell earned her BFA from the University of Saskatchewan in 1999
and continues to live and work in Saskatoon. Campbell is known for works that look like Modernist
hard-edge paintings in progress, with particular focus on the Modernists' use of tape. Her most recent
body of work consists of stretched linen canvas wrapped in packing materials such as bubble wrap.
Campbell has participated in a number of artist residencies including the Banff Centre, Plug In Institute
of Contemporary Art in Winnipeg and the Emma Lake Artists’ Workshops. Campbell’'s work has been
included in solo and group exhibitions across Canada, including the MacKenzie Art Gallery in Reging,
Mercer Union in Toronto and National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa.

Colleen Heslin (b. 1976)

Born in Toronto in 1976, Colleen Heslin is a mixed-media artist and independent curator based in
Vancouver. She works predominantly with textiles and quilting to create gbstract compositions, which
she calls paintings. Heslin sews abstract fabric shapes together in a process similar to quilting and then
stretches the "abstract collage of cottons and linens” together around a frame. She completed her BFA
at Emily Carr University of Art + Design in Vancouver and her MFA at Concordia University in Montreal.
Heslin founded the Crying Room Projects (1999-2014), where she facilitated independent exhibition and
public mural space for emerging artists in Vancouver. In 2013 Heslin won the RBC Canadian Painting
Competition. She has exhibited her work at the Charles H. Scott Gallery at Emily Carr University of Art
+ Design, Esker Foundation in Calgary, McMichael Canadian Art Collection in Kleinburg, Ontario, and
Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery at Concordia University in Montreal.

John Heward (b. 1934)

John Heward was born in 1934 in Montreal, where he continues to live and work. A primarily self-taught
artist and a talented avant-garde jazz percussionist, he became a highly influential figure in the
development of abstraction in Quebec. Painting primarily on fabric, Heward displays his paintings by
hanging them from a ceiling or from the corners of a gallery so that the viewer can perceive the piece
from various angles. Heward's work has been exhibited throughout Canada and internationally,
including in the major retrospective John Heward: A Trajectory / A Collection (John Heward: Un
parcours / Une collection), organized by the Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec and presented
at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Toronto in 2009.

Jeremy Hof (b. 1977)

Jeremy Hof was born in Grand Prairie, Alberta, in 1977 and lives and works in Vancouver. In his work,
Hof introduces Minimalist forms into his paintings, sculptures and monochromes. He often applies
hundreds of layers of coloured latex and acrylic onto panels, creating hypnotic, interlocking circles. He
studied visual art at Langara College and holds a BFA from Emily Carr University of Art + Design.
Recently, Hof's work has been featured in solo exhibitions at Malaspina Printmakers and the Art Gallery
of Grand Prairie, as well as in group shows at Richmond Art Gallery and Ottawa Art Gallery. In 2008
Hof was the winner of the RBC Canadian Painting Competition.



Garry Neill Kennedy (b. 1935)

With a career spanning five decades, Garry Neill Kennedy is recognized as one of Canada’s foremost
conceptual artists. Born in St. Catharines, Ontario, in 1935, he now lives and works in Vancouver.
Kennedy studied art as an undergraduate at the Ontario College of Art and Design (now OCAD
University) and the University of Buffalo, and he received his MFA from Ohio University in 1965. His
extensive national and international exhibition history includes shows at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia
and the Museum of Contemporary Art in Toronto, and a major retrospective at the National Gallery of
Canada in Ottawa in 2000. In addition to his extensive career as an artist, Kennedy was president of
the Nova Scotia College of Art for twenty-three years, playing a pivotal role in the school's
transformation into an internationally recognized art college. Kennedy has been recognized with many
awards, including the Governor General's Award in Visual and Media Arts and the Order of Canada.

Elizabeth Mclntosh (b. 1967)

In her painting, Elizabeth Mcintosh explores abstraction through processes of collage, where elements
of composition and colour are continuously negotiated. Recent work produced during a six-month
residency at the International Studio & Curatorial Program in New York features the emergence of
abstracted human figures drawn from art history and reimagined within vividly coloured geometries
and abstractions. Mclntosh was born in Simcoe, Ontario, and lives in Vancouver. She holds a BFA from
York University, Toronto, and an MFA from Chelsea College of Arts, London. Her work has been included
in exhibitions at CANADA, New York; VENUS, Los Angeles; the Logan Center, Chicago; MOCCA,
Toronto; and Vancouver Art Gallery. Her work has also been included in Vitamin P3: New Perspectives In
Painting, and a monograph was published by ECU Press. McIntosh was the recipient of the 2013 VIVA
Award and has been granted a 2017 Fogo Island Artist Residency. Her works are held in the collections
of the National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa; Museé d'art contemporain de Montréal; the Art Gallery of
Ontario, Toronto, and the Vancouver Art Gallery. Mclntosh is an associate professor at Emily Carr
University of Art + Design, Vancouver.

Jeanie Riddle (b. 1967)

Jeanie Riddle was born in 1969 in Montreal, where she continues to live and work. Trained as a painter
with a tendency toward Minimalist abstraction, Riddle has also developed a sculptural installation
practice. She holds a BFA and an MFA from Concordia University in Montreal and attended the Alter
Studio summer academy at Ecole nationale supérieure des Beaux-arts in Paris. Her work has been
exhibited frequently in Montreal, Toronto and Europe, including a 2013 installation at Sur La Montagne
art space in Berlin. Riddle was selected for artist residencies at Triangle Arts in Brooklyn, Cité
internationale des arts in Paris and the Vermont Studio Center. In 2008 she was a finalist in the RBC
Canadian Painting Competition.

Ron Terada (b. 1969)

Born in Vancouver in 1969, Ron Terada is a graduate of Emily Carr University of Art + Design. He works
in various media, including painting, photography, video, sound, books and graphic design. In his art
practice, Terada engages with themes of signage and text-based artworks in public



