FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Five Architectural Firms Short-Listed for Design of
Vancouver Art Gallery’s New Home
January 9, 2014, Vancouver, BC— The Vancouver Art Gallery has short-listed five architectural firms
as finalists for the design of its new home in downtown Vancouver. Selected from a pool of 75 firms
representing 16 countries, the finalists include Diller Scofidio + Renfro (New York), Herzog &
de M euron (Basel), KPM B Architects (Toronto), SANAA (Tokyo), and Tod W illiam s Billie
Tsien Architects (New York).
Architects were invited to submit their credentials through an open request for qualifications (RFQ)
process issued by the Vancouver Art Gallery in September 2013, following the Vancouver City
Council’s unanimous approval to designate the city-owned site at West Georgia and Cambie Streets
for the new Gallery. The Gallery’s Architect Selection Committee evaluated firms based on their
ability to address the principal goals and objectives of the building project: to create an
architecturally significant visual art museum that places prominence on artists and art and that
celebrates the rich cultural context of Vancouver. Each submission was also assessed by a Technical
Review Panel—a team of experts in architecture, design, and urban planning—who shared their
findings with the selection committee. The Gallery will conduct in-person interviews with each of the
finalists in the coming months and expects to be able to announce the final architect in spring 2014.
“The architects short-listed for the design of our new home collectively reflect the global aspirations
and achievements of our museum,” said Bruce Munro Wright, Chair of the Gallery’s Board of
Trustees and Chair of the Architect Selection Committee. “Each firm we selected is recognized for
innovation and excellence in creating new spaces for engagement with arts and culture, and each
demonstrated a strong and creative architectural vision that would support our mission and enhance
Vancouver’s standing as one of the most exciting international centres of cultural production.”
The new museum building will allow the Vancouver Art Gallery to better serve its visitors, more fully
realize the international reach and range of its mission and program, and will provide an
international platform for local and regional artists. The new building will offer dedicated space for
the Gallery’s growing collections, expanded indoor and outdoor exhibition spaces for its dynamic
exhibitions, and new educational facilities that will allow the museum to dramatically increase its
educational and public programs.
“The announcement of our short-list marks an exciting milestone in the realization of our new home
in downtown Vancouver,” says Gallery Director Kathleen S. Bartels. “As a champion of the many
great artists from this place, the Vancouver Art Gallery has become a keystone of the country’s
cultural community and a beacon internationally for cross-cultural dialogue and exchange in the
visual arts. The new Gallery will tell the many stories of art-making in British Columbia, the Asia
Pacific, and throughout the world, and will further strengthen links between diverse communities
locally, nationally, and internationally.”

The finalists include the following five firms:
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•

Diller Scofidio + Renfro (DS+R) is an interdisciplinary design studio that integrates
architecture, the visual arts, and the performing arts. Based in New York City, DS+R is led by
three partners: Elizabeth Diller, Ricardo Scofidio, and Charles Renfro. Completed projects
include: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in New York, including the redesign and expansion
of the Juilliard School, Alice Tully Hall, and the School of American Ballet; the High Line, an urban
park situated on an obsolete elevated railway stretching 1.5 miles long through New York; and
the Institute of Contemporary Art, the first new museum to be built in Boston in 100 years.
Projects in progress include: the Broad Art Museum in Los Angeles; the Museum of Image &
Sound in Rio de Janeiro; the MoMA Expansion in New York City; and Culture Shed in New York’s
Hudson Yards Development. Elizabeth Diller and Ricardo Scofidio were the first architects to
receive the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, awarded for their commitment to integrating
architecture with issues of contemporary culture.

•

Herzog & de M euron are known for designs that are sensitive to the site, geography, and
cultural context creating projects that are highly specific to their place and program brief, from
small-scale private projects to large-scale public and cultural facilities. Recent and notable
projects include: the Tate Modern in London; the Schaulager in Basel; the de Young Museum in
San Francisco; the Pérez Art Museum Miami; and M+ in Hong Kong. Led by five Senior Partners—
Jacques Herzog, Pierre de Meuron, Christine Binswanger, Ascan Mergenthaler, and Stefan
Marbach—and based in Basel, Switzerland, the firm has been awarded The Pritzker Architecture
Prize, the RIBA Royal Gold Medal, and the Praemium Imperiale

•

KPM B Architects is considered one of Canada’s leading architectural studios and has led the
design for major cultural public projects throughout the country, including Canada’s National
Ballet School, the Gardiner Museum in Toronto, the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan in
Saskatoon, the TIFF Bell Lightbox in Toronto, and the Royal Conservatory TELUS Centre for
Performance and Learning in Toronto, as well as the Canadian Embassy in Berlin. Its work has
been honoured with twelve Governor General Medals, Canada’s highest honour for architecture,
and has been recognized internationally by the American Institute of Architects, the Royal
Institute of British Architects, and the Urban Land Institute.

•

SANAA is a Tokyo-based collaborative office, founded by Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa.
With all projects based on careful study of the context, program, and client objectives, their
works range in scale from master planning, to educational and cultural facilities, to product and
furniture design. Recent and notable projects include: Louvre-Lens Museum in France; the Rolex
Learning Center in Switzerland; New Museum in New York; the Glass Pavilion at the Toledo
Museum of Art in Ohio; and the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art in Japan. SANAA has
been awarded the Pritzker Architecture Prize, the Golden Lion, and the Prize of the Architectural
Institute of Japan, among other awards.

•

Tod W illiam s Billie Tsien Architects is a New York-based firm providing architectural,
master planning, urban design, and interior design services to municipal, institutional, and
private clients in the United States and abroad, with a particular focus on buildings for museums,
schools, and non-profits. Notable projects include: the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia; the
American Folk Art Museum in New York; The Phoenix Art Museum; the Asia Society in Hong Kong;
and the new US Embassy Compound in Mexico City. Williams and Tsien are recipients of awards
such as the 2013 AIA Architecture Firm Award, the American Academy of Arts and Letters
Brunner Award, and the New York City AIA Medal of Honor, among others.
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For more information about the new Vancouver Art Gallery please visit:
http://vanartgallery.bc.ca/future
About the Vancouver Art Gallery
Founded in 1931, the Vancouver Art Gallery is recognized as one of Canada’s most respected and
innovative visual arts institutions and is committed to strengthening links between artists, both
contemporary and historic, and diverse communities throughout the city, province, and beyond. As
the largest public art museum in Western Canada, the Gallery features the work of ground-breaking
artists from around the world and from British Columbia’s dynamic artistic community, highlighting
the growing links with art of the Asia Pacific and the work of First Nations cultures. Its growing
collection represents the most comprehensive resource for visual culture in British Columbia and is
the principal repository for visual art produced in the region, as well as related works by other
notable Canadian and international artists. The Gallery also places an emphasis on advancing
scholarship through major publications and a multitude of public programs that offer new ways to
consider art for visitors from throughout the region and internationally.
The Vancouver Art Gallery is a not-for-profit organization supported by its members, individual donors, corporate funders,
foundations, the City of Vancouver, the Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council, and the Canada Council
for the Arts.

-30MEDIA CONTACT CANADA:
Stephen Webster
Vancouver Art Gallery
Direct: 604-317-1961
swebster@vanartgallery.bc.ca

ARCHITECTURE AND INTERNATIONAL MEDIA CONTACTS:
Juliet Sorce/Emily Viemeister
Resnicow Schroeder Associates
Direct: 212-671-5158/5177
jsorce/ eviemeister@resnicowschroeder.com

Page 3 of 3

